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state, it is the virtue of courage. Yet this is from
first to last a victory achieved over one of the most
powerful emotions of human nature. If there is any
one feeling or attribute more natural than all others to
human beings, it is fear; and no greater proof can be
given of the power of artificial discipline than the
conquest which it has at all times and places shown
itself capable of achieving over so mighty and so
universal a sentiment. The widest difference no doubt
exists between one human being and another in the
facility or difficulty with which they acquire this
virtue. There is hardly any department of human
excellence in which difference of original temperament
goes so far. But it may fairly be questioned if any
human being is naturally courageous. Many are natu-
rally pugnacious, or irascible, or enthusiastic, and these
passions when strongly excited may render them in-
sensible to fear. But take away the conflicting
emotion, and fear reasserts its dominion: consistent
courage is always the effect of cultivation. The
courage which is occasionally though by no means
generally found among tribes of savages, is as much
the result of education as that of the Spartans or
Eomans. In all such tribes there is a most emphatic
direction of the public sentiment into every channel
of expression through which honour can be paid to
courage and cowardice held up to contempt and de-
rision. It will perhaps be said, that as the expression